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# Bromte Count,
1n 1954, Nefl Clerehan, then director of the Age
‘Small Homss service, esigned 3 demorstration

furnishing, Kngwn as the Dream House, It
opertd 1o the public In 1955 and gasmered buge
publicity befare finally being given awayas first
prize In a ratio competition The lucky winner,
hewever, Imsisted that het new home should be
uriique and urged Clesehan ta remave the plan
for the Small Homes Service range. Although

he obliged, an exact vepiica of the house was

ofthe
entize province of 12 milion people. With &
s4a#of 37, he designed schoals hospitats and
churches, and, in 1936, was amarded the Siver
Order for Distinguithed Service by the Polish
Gavernment. After a stint practising and
teaching In Stustgart, he rigrated fo Australia
7 JET, whiare bt worloed for AV Jenmings, the
Gepartment ofWarks and the office of Godfrey
Spowers before starting his own practice. Few
of i Independent works henvever have yet
beenidentified here.

erected In Hampton during 1056, With the 145 Weatherall Road, Chelteshasn
demolition of the original Surrey ils howse In This seerminsgly unremarkable 19505 villa belies
recent years. its Hampto b now an English

‘the only survidng evidence of what was the. firm, the Trustee] Corporation, which was

mait celebrated project house of the 1950s.

13 Banksia Avenue, Beaumaris

This striking flat-roofed elevated glass box was.
designedin 1957 by a Polish émigré archiect for
his own residence. Ahitherts umsung heroof
Tocal modernism, Taddeuss Karasinki (190368}
graduated from the Uriversity of Lyt In 1931,
worked as City Architect, then District Architact,

¥ realview

cantracted by the State Government in 1950
10 supply 8 muanber of packaged steel-framed
hospitals for Teglona] centres. The ambmious
prafect, however. was cancelled attes oely 3
few examples mere bult. Left with ayard
sl of heftoveer steel companents, the firm's
maraging divector, Chastes Cook, Incorparated
thern into a house that he desigraed and bt
for b rwm use i 19532, with 2 bustterfly roof
created by simply keerting the framewerk for
the lowe pitched hespitalroet. A comparable
hosie, buit by Cest In Carnberwell, has sinee
been demolished, leaving this one as a unique
mmarker of the early apphcation of steel frame
technology to demestic comstruction inVicter

2 Bltom Avemuse, Black Rack

Sydney aschitect Domald Crome (1923-1694)

5 tuded for many celebrated large-scale city
projects, from the Cheveon Hotel in Kings Cross
11960} to the Centrepoint Tower (1581). What
5 bess well kmown, however, ks that Crone was
‘barm in Melbourme, wheee he graduated in
1950 and started Kis career in the offices of
ooy Crounds, Missen Mackay & Potter, and
‘Stephenson & Tumer befoer meving north in
1959, 1 weas I 1958, whibe In Grounds empioy.
that Crone was approached by along-time
friend, the Tecently retived test cricketer

Uindsay Hassett ta design his new house at
Slack kock. The extraordinary timber-clad
siifon-roofed house that Crone designed
thenefore represents this noted architect's
earhient private commiision. and the only ndwn
exarmple of his work in his native Victoria

475 MeDomalds Road, South Morang

Relocated heve aver 20years ago, this space-
cadity ance stoud at 299 Plerty Valley Drive,
Greensbosugh, where it served s an estate
agents sales office on the edge of a 1980
subdivision. While its provenance & hazy it

5 clearly ane of the 96 Mentical prefabricated
fibseglass dwedings designed in 1968 by Finnish
anchitect Matth Suurcnen as.a prototype for
medemn iving, Markried a3 the Future Hewse,
these space-oddities were distributed arcund
thewarld, where they were displayed at home
shows and trade fales to much memiment

Thy have since been the subject of 2 baok,
adocumentaryand a website —the last of
which aims to locate and catalogus all extant
examplas around the workd, This b ene of a
e harsdful to have been sighted In Australia,

dormers and barley sugar brick chimaey. this
represents an exceptionally rare local appearance
ot what Charles Jencis {in Oapdreams Houses of
Los Angeles) codified as the Witch House i
Fidrsel 8 Gretel o Haunted Groemic style). Fe
says:"you can ahways spot this kind of fantasy by
the pointed eaves, unduating roofs and quaimt
windows, becaue the average Witch House has
been standardised and mass- produced since the
*305".In Beverley Hill, certainly but scarcely here
In Melbourne. where it may even be a unique
Tocal manifestation

10 Hardinge Street, Beaumaris
Fox these studying architecturs 3t The Unkversity
of Melbcurne tn the earky'50s, callaborative
design projects were not uncomman, One
memarabie year teams of students were iked
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7 Roosevelt Court, Brighton East
The celebrated partrarship of Nell Bverist
and David MEGISNan began humbly in 1955,
when the palr opened am office In abacl rosm
of McGlashanis parents’ home on Brightons
Esplanade, Many of the fledgling firm's eartiest
prajects were local Inchiding tws houses In
Beaumaris - one since razed and the other
nowahtered. In 1957, an cd schack friend of
McGlashan invited the firm to design his newe
horne at Brighton East. A stask flat-rocfed
dwelling with overlapping planes of concrete
brick, defining an open plan with double-sided
frepiace. integrated mural and formal pond.
2 clearly anticipates the matuse work that
would win McClashan & Everist both acclaim
and awards, This tiny gem ef house, retaining

to design a Case i hesnage these

and the g inVictorla

27 Lawion Parads, Highatt
“This gquirky gingerbread cottage was nat
‘cerupled by Wicked Witch but rather by local
carpentes Staniey ohnaton, who bullt It for
ired in e late 10805 Wit its reugh ship-lap
oards, shingled roaf on bowed rafters, eptbrow
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b bye
Arts & Architecture, Cme scheme., prepased
Joirdly by Cuvid Brunton, john Thormes-Liley
and a pre-farne Bernard Joyce, was not just of
note for its simplicityand planning, but for the
remmariable fact that the house was actually
bult. 1t weom acclairm, being pubithed in
Architecture & Arts, the Women's Weebly (first
prize In the anmual small homes competition]
and a i bookle? entitied Mew Auitrd i
Homes. Remarkable that i was ever bullt and
even more 50 that t st sunvives today—and,
i less, m & substantially Intact state

http://digital.crowtherblayne.com.au/default.aspx ?xml=raia.xml&i1id=36186

its oeiginal pale blue front door, remaing
e of the most intact early projects of this
ssgnificart firm,
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